Studies in American Literature: Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter: HONORS ASSIGNMENT- Fall 2017 Semester
As stated in the Program of Studies, “Honors students will assume responsibility for one outside reading per author”.

The Honors Assignment for Nathaniel Hawthorne is as follows:

PART I. Reading Assignment
1. Choose one of the following additional short stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne to read:

-“The Minister’s Black Veil”

-“The Birthmark”

-“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”

(*Note: I am providing you with copies of all three stories so that you may choose the one you would like to read.  You need to read only one!  All three stories should be found in the back of your white binder for this class.)

2. Read the story and as you do, pay attention to the following:

A. the plot of the story (the surface meaning of the story- who is doing what to whom, when, why, how)

B. the deeper meaning of the story (the allegorical meaning)
C. symbolism in the story

D. characteristics of Romantic writing

E. connections to The Scarlet Letter
PART II. Writing Assignment

Write an approximately 2 page paper (typed, 12 pt. font, double-spaced) in which you:

1. In the first two paragraphs: Give a brief summary of what happens in the story.  Provide details to show that you read and understood the plot of the story.
2. In one or two paragraphs: Discuss why this story is an allegory.  How do the events, characters, and objects mentioned in the story have symbolic meaning?  What universal truth or moral principle do you think Hawthorne is trying to explore or share through this story? Provide textual proof from the story for each potential symbol that you identify.
3. In the next one or two paragraphs: Identify elements of Romantic writing that you see present in this story (you can review the notes on Romantic writing that are in your binder, and/or the notes I posted online, for help with this).  Provide textual proof from the story for each element that you identify.
4. In the final paragraph(s): Compare/contrast this story to The Scarlet Letter (and if you wish, “Young Goodman Brown”).  Are there any similarities or differences in Hawthorne’s writing style, use of symbolism, character development, exploration of human nature, main message, etc.?
INCLUDING PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN YOUR PAPER
*As with any paper you write that is based on a piece of literature, make sure to refer to the text of the stories in your arguments.  Use quotation marks and parenthetical citations (author, title and page number in parenthesis).  

Multiple and properly formatted references to the short story you read and to The Scarlet Letter must be included in your paper to receive a good grade on this assignment.
Since you will be referencing two works of literature, both written by Hawthorne, the proper format for parenthetical citations is as follows:

For the novel: (Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter 43)

For a short story: (Hawthorne, “The Birthmark” 711)

REMEMBER- Parenthetical citations must be included for any and all references to a text, not just to those that you quote directly.  If you mention something that you found in the text, even if you have paraphrased this information in your own words, you must cite it!

For this assignment you will not need to include a Works Cited Page.

This assignment will be due on or before Monday, October 2 (by 11:59 p.m.).
You will be submitting your paper to me using Turnitin.  Please see the instructions on how to sign up for a Turnitin account, or to add this course to your existing account.

Assignments that are turned in after the Due Date will lose ten points for each day that the paper is turned in late!!!!
Honors Assignments are considered Tests and your grades on these assignments will have a significant impact on your grade in this course.

Please note:
I am not interested in reading a version of a summary that you found online, or an analysis of symbolism that you copied from what somebody else has written.  Please DO NOT google these stories and read what others have to say about them, change a few words here and there, and write that up in a paper.  Please DO challenge yourself to do the work yourself.  Any and all plagiarism on this assignment will be dealt with very seriously.  
